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New York City's oldest medical center is the scene of a ghastly attack: top neurosurgeon Gemma

Dogen is found in her office, where she has been sexually assaulted and designated by the cops as

a "likely to die." By the time assistant D.A. Alexandra Cooper has plunged into the case, it's a

high-profile, media-infested murder investigation. As Alex's passion to find the killer intensifies, she

discovers that she is the next target for lethal violence.
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Alexandra Cooper, head of New York County's Sex Crimes Prosecution Unit, hadn't been involved

in a major case since her actress friend was murdered six months previous so she was a little

surprised when Detective Mike Chapman woke her at 5:30 am about a new case. Turns out

Gemma Dogan, head of neurosurgery at Mid-Manhattan Medical Center, brain surgeon and

professor for the prestigious hospital was found stabbed six times in her office. It also appeared as if

she had been raped and then left for dead. Alexandra was a little uncomfortable with the

comparisons to her own personal life, or lack thereof, and put all of her energy into finding out who

hated Gemma enough to do this to her.Unfortunately, Alexandra soon finds herself with a long list of

suspects. There is John DuPre and Coleman Harper, both neurologists who claim to have evidence

regarding the murder, but details of their interviews conflict and don't quite add up. There is William

Dietrich, the director of the hospital, who is desperate to clean up the hospital's public image. Then

there are the many applicants for Mid-Manhattan's neurology unit that Gemma denied. Failing



those, there are the hundreds of homeless people who live in the tunnels and basements of the

hospital and wander about at will, including one that is know simply as 'Pops' who was found

wearing scrubs covered in human blood. As Alexandra sifts through one lead after another, she

uncovers a lot more dirty secrets at Mid-Manhattan, secrets that someone will do anything to keep

hidden...Likely to Die is the second book in the Alexandra Cooper series (after Final Jeopardy) and I

enjoyed it just as much. I love the way Fairstein accurately portrays the ins and outs of the judiciary

system and police methods.
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